
 

Summer 2021-When can visits happen? 
The eff ec ts of the  Covid -19  pandemic have been fa r r eaching and re st ric tive, cur tail ing the 

movem ents of ev ery citi zen with in  I rish  so ciety and beyond; bu t has been par ticu la rly r est ri ctive fo r 

people who r eside in  residen tia l houses and for thei r famili es. S ervi ce us ers and th eir fa milies hav e 

shown over whelming courage dur ing th is ti me .  

As a  degree of nor mality i s r etu rning with  the easing of res tri ctions i mposed during the pandemi c, 

we ar e be coming a  st ep clos er to  pre cious mo ment s w e previously enjoyed including m ee ting with  

family and friends . The fo llo wing provides a  snapshot of when visi ting can r esum e.  

 

National Guidance on Vi sit ing Private Homes 

From 10 May 2021, indoor visi ting i s permitted in private homes without masks or social  

distancing for: 

 Fully vaccinated people from one household with other fully vaccinated people ( for up to 3 
households gathering) 

 Fully vaccinated people can meet indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household, 
provided that they are not at risk of severe illness and no more than 3 households are present e.g. 
2 vaccinated households can meet with 1 other unvaccinated household. 

 From 7th June, visiting indoors in private homes is permitted for visitors from one other household. 

 

Visit ing Reside ntial Houses in St Michaels House  

During the Covid -19  pandemic we turn ed to  t echnology to  ke ep in  touch. W e will  continue to  

develop te chnology options with in  S t Mi chaels Hous e so  that a  wide r ac cess to  te ch nology can be 

enjoyed by a ll.  None thele ss, resid entia l houses fo r people with  d isabili ties a re the home 

environmen ts of individuals r esid ing the re and as such the i mportan ce of main tain ing face - to-face  

family conne ctions with  loved ones must no t be under es t imat ed.  

The vac cination sta tus of prospe ctiv e visi tors is a l so  rel evant to  ass essing the ri sks asso ciated with  

visiting to  r esiden tia l houses.  

A lthough there is un ce rtainty rega rding the i mpac t of the vac cine on t ransm ission;  the re is clea r 

evidence of redu ction of har m and given the burd en of v isiting r est ri ctions on r esiden ts, i t is 

appropriate to  begin  cautiously to  ease re st ric tions on visiting in  th e cont ext of a  h igh level of 

comple tion of vaccina tion in  a  Residen tia l Ca re Facil i ties fo r people with  d isabili ties .  

 When 4 out of 6 people (staff and residents) in a SMH house have their second vaccination they 

will be permitted to have up to 4 visits per week from 2 weeks after they are fully vaccinated (up to 

2 visitors). 

 Visits will continue under specific conditions to ensure the safety and welfare of the residents, 
however further public health guidance will follow in the coming weeks in relation to the easing of 
restrictions. 

 


