
 

 

 

 

 

The eff ec ts of the  Covid -19  pandemic and the res tri ctions i mposed have be en far rea ching 

over the pas t 18  months , and none more so  than the peopl e who use ou r se rvic e, their fa milie s 

and the staff memb ers in  St Mi chaels House who suppor t th em.  

 We would l ike to  thank eve ryone for thei r over whel ming  courag e and com mit ment du ring th is  

time and on th is f inal lap of our journey with  th e easing of r est ri ctions. W e have included the 

latest guidanc e below on the final r est ri ctions to  b e lift ed and requir em ents fo r r esump tion of 

day servic es.  

 

From 20 September- 21st October 

Transport 

All transport (SMH and Public) will return to 100% capacity-passengers continue to wear 

masks 

Live music 

Live music may re-commence  

Cinemas and theatres 

Cinemas and theatres will have capacity limits of 60% of venue capacity where all patrons 

are fully vaccinated, or accompanied minors (under 18), in line with their business guidance. 

Where patrons have mixed immunity status, there will be no change to the current limits (50 

patrons) during September. 

Weddings 

There will be no change to the current limits (100 guests) during September. 

Live music at weddings will be permitted. 

Religious ceremonies 

All religious ceremonies can proceed with 50% of venue capacity, regardless of immunity 

status of attendees. 

SMH Final Easing of Restrictions 

October 2021 



Organised indoor group activities 

Organised indoor group activities (sports, arts, culture, dance classes) can begin again with 

capacity limits of 100 people (with appropriate protective measures) where all patrons are 

fully vaccinated or recovered from COVID-19 within previous 6 months. 

Where patrons have mixed immunity status, pods of up to 6 participants will be permitted 

(excluding adult leaders/teachers). 

Organised outdoor group activities 

There will no longer be restrictions on outdoor group activities for participants. 

Return to workplaces 

A phased return to work spaces will begin from 20 September 2021. 

 

From 22nd October 2021 onwards 

Final restrictions will be lifted, including:  

 

 Physical distancing restrictions will be removed  

 Mask wearing outdoors and in indoor private settings will no longer be required (family 

homes/ not SMH residential or day services) 

 Mask wearing will be required in healthcare settings indoors. 

 Service users and staff can resume eating together- day and residential 

 There will be no further limits on numbers that can meet in private homes/gardens ( not SMH 

houses 

 People will no longer be required to show certification of vaccination, immunity or testing for  

engaging in any activities or events (with the exception of international travel)  

 No restrictions on nightclubs etc  

 No further restrictions on religious or civil ceremonies 

 Limits on numbers at indoor and outdoor events and activities will be removed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measures that will remain in place 
 Self-isolate when we have symptoms  
 Mask wearing will be required in: 

o Healthcare settings  

o Indoor retail 

o On public transport and SMH transport (where possible) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Day servic es ar e cu rr ently dev elop ing  their individual day se rvic e p lan  to  inc reas e the l evel of 

day servic e provision .  

A  p lan  for fu ll  resu mption, for those s ervi ce us ers  who r equest it (or for s ervi ce us ers with  

complex  com munication ; whe re the re is reason to  be lieve that th e se rvic e use r is exp ressing 

th is wish  to  r esum e fu ll  ti me), is r equired by O c tober  22
n d

 2021. P lease see belo w for 

requir em ents in  relation to  th is.  Effo rts must b e made to  asc er tain  the individual’s will  and 

prefe ren ce with  regards to  r eturning to  day servi ces and th i s eviden ce should  be r eco rded.  

Furthe r guidance and a  FAQs fact shee t will  fo llow.  

Requirements 

 Service User and Day Service Risk Assessments will be drawn up. 

 

  Public transport is now back to 100% capacity and this change will also now relate 

to transport in disability day services. 100% refers to the number of people on 

Dublin bus not the overall provision of SMH transport) 

 Staff training in managing COVID 19 will continue 

 Service User supports in managing COVID 19 will continue 

 Continue with enhanced environmental hygiene - maintenance and cleaning of Day 

Service Locations and on Transport. 

 Pod like arrangements in Day service Locations (6 people or less), where suitable. 

Manage locally-in some cases, such as smaller day services, this will not be possible 

 Where there are concerns regarding individual staff who are immuno- compromised 

please discuss this individually with your Service Manager and HR department.  

 Protocols for the management of suspected and confirmed cases of COVID 19.  

 Provision of information to the HSE to track the activity of COVID 19  

 

 

 

 

Resumption of Day Services  

(see also Easy Read version) 

 


